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SUBJECT: DIEGO GARCIA FACILITIES 

1 . FYI. CONSIDERING THE LOSS OF AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE 
FACILITIES ORIGINALLY AVAILABLE IN THAILAND, AND REVISED 
OVERALL STAFFING PLANS FOR DIEGO GARCIA, DOD HAS ESTABLISHED 
A REQUIREMENT FOR APPROXIMATELY 800 MEN ON PERMANENT ASSIGN- 
MENT ON DIEGO GARCIA; VICE THE 600 MAN FIGURE HITHERTO DIS- 
CUSSED WITH THE UK. THE NEW DOD REQUIREMENTS CALL FOR AN 
ADDITIONAL 200 MAN BARRACKS, WHICH IS INCLUDED IN THE FY 
1978-79 MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AUTHORIZATION BILL NOW BEING 
CONSIDERED BY THE CONGRESS. TO DATE THERE HAS BEEN NO CON- 
GRESSIONAL QUESTIONING OF THIS FACILITY. WE WILL NOT TAKE 
ANY IMPLEMENTING ACTION ON THE BARRACKS UNTIL AN INDIAN 
OCEAN POLICY REVIEW IS COMPLETED. END FYI. 
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2. REQUEST YOU APPROACH APPROPRIATE LEVELS IN FCO, STATING 
THAT WE HAVE REVIEWED OUR OVERALL STAFFING PLANS FOR DIEGO 
GARCIA IN LIGHT OF AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE AND OTHER SUPPORT 
FUNCTIONS, AND HAVE DETERMINED THAT CURRENTLY FORECAST 
LEVELS OF OPERATION WILL REQUIRE APPROXIMATELY 800 MEN ON 
PERMANENT ASSIGNMENT THERE. WE ARE REQUESTING FUNDS FOR 
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ADDITIONAL BARRACKS FACILITIES ON DIEGO GARCIA TO HOUSE 
APPROXIMATELY 200 MEN OVER AND ABOVE PREVIOUS PLANNING 
FIGURES. WE HOPE THAT HMG WILL FIND IT POSSIBLE TO VIEW 
THIS STAFFING PLAN FAVORABLY. 

3. BRITISH EMBASSY WASHINGTON WILL BE INFORMED OF PARA 
TWO INFORMATION ABOVE. 

VANCE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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